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New Cape Town 

Headquarters Office in 

Wynberg 
In	   January	  2011,	  PASSOP	  made	  a	  substantial	  and	  

noteworthy	  move	  OUT	  of	  Braam’s	  mother’s	  house	  

and	   into	  a	  new	  spacious	   location	   in	   the	  centre	  of	  

Wynberg	   [corner	   of	   Main	   Road	   and	   Church	  

Street].	  This	  move	  provides	   the	  organization	  with	  

a	   significant	   increase	   in	   functional	   work	   space,	  

and	  makes	  client	  access	  more	  convenient.	  PASSOP	  

staff	  members	  now	  anticipate	  both	  an	  increase	  in	  

in-‐office	   appointments	   as	   well	   as	   staff	   and	  

volunteers.	   Such	   an	   expansion	   in	   physical	   space	  

will	  allow	  for	  many	  more	   issues	  of	   importance	   to	  

be	  addressed	  at	  a	  rapid	  and	  efficient	  pace.	  	  

Protest against Human Rights 
Abuses in Zimbabwe 

On March 1st, 2011 PASSOP staff and 

volunteers protested against the unjust 

detention and torture of 45 activists in 

Harare. 

  The group of community 

leaders and activists were 

watching video’s of the 

recent revolutions in North 

Africa when they were 

accused of conspiring 

against the regime of 

President Robert Mugabe, 

and subsequently arrested,  

Right to Know Campaign and SANCO 
participated in the march that took place 
outside of Parliament. PASSOP was quoted 
by BuaNews stating: “we call on the South 

African Parliament to 
condemn the many human 
rights violations in 
Zimbabwe.” PASSOP’s own 
Anthony Muteti believes that 
South Africa currently has 
leverage over the situation in 
Zimbabwe and the parliament 
should use its influence and 
power to fight the ongoing 
violence and intimidation in 
Zimbabwe.  

“PASSOP calls upon 

the South African 

Parliament to 

condemn and take a 

public and firm stance 

against the many 

human rights 

violations”  

tortured, and charged with treason. In 

solidarity with the Zimbabweans, 

PASSOP demanded the release of the 

activists that are still being held in 

custody unjustly. Additionally, the protest 

advocated an end to political violence and 

all repressive policies, and insisted on the 

recognition of the rights of freedom of 

speech, freedom of assembly and the 

press.  Nearly 50 PASSOP members with 

the support of COSATU, the Conference 

of the Democratic Left, Scalabrini, the  

	  

PASSOP handed over a memorandum to 

Parliament, which was received by Chief 

Operations Officer, Mr. T. Lamani. 

 

PASSOP WATCH 
A	  Monthly	  Overview	  of	  what’s	  new	  with	  PASSOP	  

	  



	  

	  

	  

On January 20th 2011, PASSOP provided a submission to the Honorable Portfolio Committee of Home Affairs (National Assembly) on the 
Immigration Amendment Bill 32-2010. Through this submission PASSOP hoped to limit further future human suffering, an objective which 
dictated the content of our submission: 
 
“Firstly, PASSOP notes that we fully support and endorse the submission made by the University of Cape Town Law Clinic. Furthermore 
PASSOP has added the following additional points:  

1. The removal of Clause 5 which amends section 9(3) (a). This clause states that “no persons shall enter or depart from the Republic 
unless he or she is in possession of a valid passport and in the case of a minor, has his or her valid passport.” PASSOP believes that 
this may actually discourage potential tourists because single parents from certain countries appear to struggle to get passports for 
their children, particularly for very young children  

2. Deletion of Section 22 (b) of that act which deals with an exchange visa for persons under the age of 25 years of age who have 
received an offer to conduct work for a period no longer than one year. PASSOP believes that this will deny South African Youth the 
cultural experience of engaging and befriending the vast diversity of foreign youth that are attracted under this section We also 
believe that it poses no threat to the unemployed in South Africa, as the numbers of people who have taken up this opportunity are 
few.  

3. PASSOP is concerned that subsection 49 of Act 13 of 2002, has been replaced with “Anyone who knowingly assists a person to 
enter or remain in, or depart from the Republic in contravention of this Act shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a 
fine or imprisonment not exceeding 8 years.” This we believe could lead to landlords refusing to rent to foreigners or to ordinary 
South African citizens demanding documentations from immigrants. It could also be misused to infringe on work that organizations 
are doing, in particular it does not accommodate provisions for organizations to provide legal advice, paralegal advice and 
humanitarian aid to undocumented immigrants 

4. The repeal of section 46 is welcomed as we do not believe that immigration practitioners are necessary. They only provide services 
to high paying clients, which often include owners of strip clubs, accused of human trafficking. In reality their presence encourages 
corruption and they earn large incomes by being unnecessary middlemen, they are to PASSOP like labour brokers are to COSATU.” 

 
To view the submission to Parliament in its entirety, please click here. 
 
On March 8, 2011 the National Assembly voted on the Immigration Amendment Bill and approved of its content. Even though we believe 
that it is highly unfortunate and unnecessary that South Africa will be introducing jail sentences for people in violation of the act (people with 
expired permits and undocumented people) and will be reducing the asylum-seeker transit visa to just five days, we note that that the 
following positive amendments which were in our submission were included in the amendment to the Immigration Bill:  
 
1) Proposed jail sentences were halved;  
2) The immigration practitioners have been removed, which will reduce corruption; and  
3) Foreign youth will be allowed one-year work permits to work for NGOs providing them the opportunity of cultural exchange.    
 
We congratulate the National Assembly on implementing these positive changes.  
 

 

PASSOP Seeks Amendments to Immigration Bill  

PASSOP assists man beaten at Consulate 

 

During	  PASSOP’s	  monitoring	  efforts	  of	  the	  Zimbabwean	  Dispensation	  Project	  
at	  the	  DHA	  offices	  in	  Bellville,	  where	  the	  Zimbabwean	  Consulate	  opened	  
offices,	  we	  observed	  how	  the	  head	  of	  security	  physically	  assaulted	  a	  
Zimbabwean	  applicant	  repeatedly	  with	  a	  baton,	  until	  he	  was	  unconscious.	  

We	  assisted	  the	  man	  by	  paying	  for	  his	  medical	  treatment,	  some	  financial	  aid	  
and	  legal	  advice.	  Using	  the	  Doctor’s	  medical	  examination	  and	  x-‐rays,	  we	  then	  
supported	  him	  in	  laying	  charges	  against	  the	  head	  of	  security.	  The	  perpetrator	  
was	  arrested	  shortly	  afterwards,	  although	  he	  was	  soon	  thereafter	  released	  on	  
bail	  and	  is	  now	  on	  probation.	  However,	  he	  has	  been	  dismissed	  from	  his	  
position	  as	  head	  of	  security.	  	  

The	  case	  received	  media	  attention	  as	  it	  was	  covered	  on	  ETv,	  as	  well	  as	  in	  the	  
Cape	  Times	  and	  the	  Sowetan.	  	  This	  was	  just	  the	  most	  visible	  and	  extreme	  case	  
of	  abuse	  suffered	  by	  Zimbabweans	  at	  the	  Zimbabwean	  Consulate.	  There	  was	  
widespread	  intimidation	  and	  unfair	  treatment	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  authorities	  
which	  lead	  to	  frustration	  and	  anxiety	  amongst	  the	  many	  desperate	  
Zimbabweans	  wanting	  to	  apply	  for	  passports.	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Zimbabwean Consulate:  
PASSPORT CRISIS 

Currently, an estimated 100,000 Zimbabweans who have applied for permits to remain in 
South Africa legally are still waiting for their government to issue them the passports 
required to obtain the documents.  

Case Launched 
Against Maitland 
Refugee Reception 

Centre 
After receiving reports that the 

Refugee Reception Centre in Maitland 

was turning away applicants from 

West African countries, PASSOP 

members went to go monitor the 

situation. Applicants who wanted to 

apply for Asylum-seeker permits were 

being turned away due to a new rule 

that they needed to be in possession of 

a so-called border pass (Section 23 

permit) that was allegedly being 

issued at the border.  During the week 

from the 14th – 18th , when our 

monitors were on site,  approximately 

400 asylum seekers (new-comers) 

from countries such as Nigeria, 

Cameroon, DRC, Bangladesh, India 

and others were not served for that 

reason. This is denial of the right to 

apply for Asylum is unlawful and is 

now being contested in an urgent 

court application by the Legal 

Resource Centre.  PASSOP members 

produced affidavits as a witness in the 

denied applications of close to 20 

asylum seekers from different 

countries. We are still awaiting the 

outcome of the court application.   

 

 

This passport crisis is causing heightened 
frustration and anxiety among the 
Zimbabwean communities in South 
Africa. Many Zimbabwean nationals’ 
livelihoods hang in the balance as 
students have had to delay their 
education, and many nationals have had 
their employment opportunities turned 
down unjustly and unlawfully due to the 
status of their unprocessed applications. 
PASSOP intervened on numerous 
occasions, for example by contacting DG 
of Home Affairs, Mr. Apleni, and 
negotiating an agreement between him   

and most major Universities in the country to allow for a temporary easing of registration 
requirements for Zimbabwean students with pending study permits.  

Since each passport application cost R750 and many of the consulate offices that processed 
these applications shut down unexpectedly and unannounced in mid-January, many nationals 
feel they have been robbed by their government. PASSOP publically condemned the 
Zimbabwean government’s failure to fulfill what is seen as their natural obligation to 
provide assistance to nationals abroad, a sentiment that is most likely shared by the South 
African Department of Home Affairs and the minister of the Department, Nkosazana 
Dlamini-Zuma. This development, which remains unchanged currently, is sadly in line with 
the ongoing impunity shown by the Zimbabwean government. We believe the South African 
leadership is now the best hope for the over 100 thousand Zimbabweans whose futures are in 
limbo while they helplessly wait for the shameless Zimbabwean leadership to provide them 
with the desperately needed passports. We have appealed to the South African government 
for leniency and patience, a plea which we believe is being respected by the South African 
Department of Home Affairs.   

	  

	  



	  

	  

Anti-Xenophobia Project 
In early February, PASSOP launched its second anti-
xenophobia help desk, this one in Imizamo Yethu. A third 
Help Desk will be fully launched in De Doorns in March. 
Together with the help desk in Masiphumelele, this initiative 
will foster the integration of foreign nationals into the South 
African communities. Thus, it addresses one of PASSOP’s key 
priorities.    

The help desk, which is located in the heart of Imizamo Yethu 
on 7148 Mandela Drive, is now opened every week on 
Thursday and Saturday from 10AM till 4PM. During those 
hours it will provide a number of different services to the local 
community, including the offering of:  

• Free paralegal advice to all community members 
regarding:  

o  labour rights and complaints;  
o documentation issues; and  
o other community concerns.  

• Assistance in drafting professional CVs.  
• Other social integration-related activities:  

o  Educational workshops with different themes;  
o Anti-xenophobia information campaigns;  
o Cultural events and music performances; and  
o Distributing information (newspapers, flyers). 

    

The launch of the help desk in Imizamo 
Yethu was welcomed and attended by a 
considerable number of community 
members and leaders. The importance of 
not only obtaining full community buy-in 
and ownership of the project, but also to 
integrate it into existing community 
structures is hard to understate. It 
significantly increases both the potential 
reach and the sustainability of the project.   

We now expect a rapidly growing number 
of community members in the coming 
weeks and months taking advantage of the 
services offered at the Help Desk. 

The last word…  

The photo on the right shows the tremendous 

growth occurring here at PASSOP. We currently 

have twenty-five interns and volunteers from 

Europe, the United States and SADC countries 

serving our organization in various fields ranging 

from fundraising, to research and multi-media.  

Coming next month… 
PASSOP Release of ZDP Monitoring Report  

   Talent Show Fundraiser  
March 21st Human Rights Day Event  

   Update on Zimbabwean Passport Situation  
 
 

PASSOP is supported by:     

	  
PASSOP	   depends	   largely	   on	   donations	   from	   its	  
supporters	   without	   which	   we	   would	   be	   unable	   to	  
operate	   efficiently	   as	   a	   small	   NGO.	   To	   donate,	  
contributions	  can	  be	  made	  to:	  	  

Nedbank	  Rondebosch	  
Account	  Type:	  Current	  
Account	  #:	  1048074730	  
Branch	  Code:	  104809	  


