Press Statement
ZIMBABWEAN AUTHORITIES STILL IGNORE THE PLIGHT OF DESPERATE PASSPORT APPLICANTS, BUT SOUTH AFRICAN MINISTER INTERVENES
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
PASSOP commends the South African Home Affairs Minister, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, for arranging a meeting with her two Zimbabwean counterparts in search of “political intervention”. This visit may be the only way through the current Zimbabwean documentation impasse.  
On Tuesday 22 February, she will meet her Zimbabwean counterparts, Ministers of Home Affairs Kembo Mohadi and Theresa Makone at the Sheraton Hotel in Pretoria.  The Zimbabwean Ministers will arrive in South Africa on Monday 21 February 2011.
We believe that during this meeting she is the voice for the Zimbabwean Diaspora, who are in need of passports and permits. We hope that she is able to sweet talk, offer support, and if necessary twist their wrists to get them to do their jobs. The Zimbabwean consulate recently opened several offices around the country and took millions of rand from Zimbabweans applying for passports. After taking their payments the offices were shut down, leaving thousands of Zimbabweans robbed of their hard earned money. The promised delivery time of six weeks never arrived.
We trust that the following will be raised: the human rights violations committed by the Zimbabwean Consulate, the need to respect South African laws, the need to communicate with the Zimbabweans about their plight, and the need to treat all applicants in a humane and non-political manor.  It must also be made clear to media and public why the Zimbabwean government have failed to deliver- as we have heard Minister Makone place the blame on Minister Mahodi and we want to know who is responsible- is the government of unity or a particular political party?
Last week we made the decision to protest against the shocking impunity shown by the Zimbabwean regime. We will now rather await, eagerly, the outcome of this meeting. If Minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma is convinced that they will deliver, we shall cancel our planned protest actions- but if the talks are unfruitful we shall proceed to protest. 
We wish her well and place our trust in her, as we have no trust in the Zimbabwean government.
For comment please contact spokespersons- Langton Mariyoga on 0710065279 or Anthony Muteti on 0843510388
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