PASSOP Press Statement

Over 100 thousand Zimbabweans in South Africa living in limbo 
as Zimbabwe suspends printing of ID documents


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

At least 100 thousand of the close to 275 thousand Zimbabweans who applied for permits during the recent Zimbabwean Dispensation Project now depend on the Zimbabwean authorities to provide them with passports to enable them to receive their South African permits. These Zimbabweans have clearly shown that they intend on legalising their stay in South Africa, but now find themselves in limbo and at the mercy of an unscrupulous Zimbabwean government. 

Sadly it is now official that Zimbabwean identity documents are no longer being printed due to a mystery 'fire' that occurred in the Zimbabwean passport printing office in Harare on Friday. 

Confirmation came at a press conference held by the Zimbabwean Registrar General Tobaiwa Mudede (in Harare) - “We wish to inform members of the public that the department is currently unable to process computerised documents until further notice. These include acceptance of new passport application forms, processing of temporary traveling documents, processing of computerised identity cards and processing of computerised birth certificates.” 
This directly affects the over 100 thousand Zimbabweans trying to legalise themselves in South Africa.

PASSOP is neither surprised nor amused by this latest development, as it is sadly in line with the ongoing impunity shown by the Zimbabwean government. 

It seems that it does not respect even the basic principles of willing buyer and seller. They have charged R750 (over US$100) per passport (roughly half of an average Zimbabwean's montly wage in South Africa), and are yet to deliver to the vast majority of the over 30,000 Zimbabweans in South Africa that have already applied and paid for passports. In addition, an estimated 100 thousand Zimbabweans are desperately trying to apply for passports, since they had to rush to meet the ZDP deadline and had to apply for the permits without passports in the interim. It is hugely disappointing that the Zimbabwean government have humiliated the Zimbabwean diaspora, even when they have been charging such exorbitant fees.

Because the Zimbabwean government has failed to provide even basic human survival for its people, a huge migrant population exists in South Africa that is now being held hostage first by high fees and now by mysterious stories of suspiciously-timed and located 'fires'. They are clearly rubbing salt into open wounds. It has been speculated that the Zimbabwean political situation and potential elections in 2011 have much to play in the delivery of passports, simply because Zimbabweans who have passports can travel more freely and, ultimately, vote.  Such suspicions are further justified by the fact that the Zimbabwean government recently refused to accept an offer by the South African government to use their state of the art printing machine (which prints passports at a much higher speed) for "security reasons".  
In the face of this latest development, we expect and urge the Zimbabwean government to now revise its decision and make use of the passport printing facilities offered by the South African government. 
 
The South African leadership is now seen as the best hope for the over 100 thousand Zimbabweans whose futures hang in the balance while they helplessly wait for the shameless Zimbabwean “leadership” to provide them with the desperately needed passports. We appeal to the South African government for leniency and patience during these testing and telling times.
For comment contact Anthony Muteti on 0843510388 or David Burgsdorff on 0766142743
Issued by PASSOP (People Against Suffering, Oppression and Poverty) on January the 5th, 2011.


