Joint Press Statement
RE: ZIMBABWEAN DISPENSATION PROJECT DEADLINE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
PASSOP and the Zimbabwe Exiles Forum have over the past few months monitored the implementation of the Zimbabwean Dispensation Project- PASSOP based in Cape Town and Zimbabwe Exiles Forum is based in Pretoria.
We recognise and commend the hard work, patience and dedication of Home Affairs officials who have worked long and hard hours under immense pressure over the holiday period to serve as many applicants as possible in the time provided. We observed the department serve queues, in which no persons were left standing outside the offices. We, therefore, congratulate them for receiving over 200 thousand applications and see this as no small achievement.
It is clear that the Zimbabwean Dispensation Project (ZDP) is a good first step towards regularising the stay of the many Zimbabweans currently living in South Africa.  By legalizing their status, the ZDP gives Zimbabweans a clear set of rights that should reduce the discrimination and exploitation that they are often subjected to by employers, landlords or officials, as well as give them the chance to have basic access to services. Beyond this, the ZDP should also serve to clear up the currently seriously over-burdened and backlogged asylum-seeker process.
That being said, we note that the implementation of the ZDP was placed under immense pressure and we appeal to the department to exercise patience and leniency during the processing of applications. It is important that all applicants are provided with an opportunity to produce any documents that maybe missing in their applications and that all legitimate applicants are given permits. We will continue to monitor the appeals process closely in the coming months to ensure that it is fair, transparent and uniform across the board.
Our biggest concern for applicants is the Zimbabwean authorities. It is clear that passports will be needed for permits to be issued into and that, factoring in the new applicants the number of Zimbabweans needing new passports are extremely high. In the documentation project we feel that the Zimbabwean government have already failed the Diaspora. They seemed less committed to the process than South African authorities (despite charging exorbitant fees and being responsible to Zimbabweans) and have been weak partners in the ZDP project. We remain convinced that there is no justification for charging R750 a passport and that it in not acceptable that they have not delivered passports to thousands of applicants after several months.
Finally, we hope that the spirit of engagement that Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma and her team have shown through the process will be sustained and set an example to fellow South Africans. We wish them, their Department, and all Africans a peaceful new year.
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