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37 CHURCH STREET, WYNBERG, CAPE TOWN
Tel: 021 820 4664; Fax: 08605176812; Cell: 0843191764

Press Statement
REPORT LAUNCH, PANEL DISCUSSION AND OPEN DEBATE BETWEEN CIVIL SOCIETY, HOME AFFAIRS OFFICIALS AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ZIMBABWEAN DISPENSATION PROJECT TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, MARCH 10TH. 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PASSOP will launch its new monitoring report “Zimbabweans failed by Zimbabwe – The Zimbabwe Dispensation Project” on Thursday March 10th, from 6–7:30 PM at PASSOP Headquarters in Wynberg. The report launch will include a panel discussion and debate with Gabriel Shumba (Director, Zimbabwe Exiles Forum), Yusuf Simons (Provincial Head of Western Cape, Department of Home Affairs) and Braam Hanekom, (Director, PASSOP).  Members of the press are invited to attend. 

The Zimbabwean Dispensation Project (ZDP) is unparalleled in size and scope as a documentation project.  It was implemented in just ten weeks as over 275,000 applications from Zimbabweans for work, study and business permits were received in the short time between mid-September and the end of December. Since then, the Department of Home Affairs (DHA) has been working off the huge backlog in processing applications – it has set the end of July as its deadline to complete this process.
The most serious threat to the successful completion of the ZDP is undoubtedly the complete and continued failure of the Zimbabwean authorities to issue the required passports. As has been repeatedly highlighted by PASSOP and other civil society organisations in the past two months, we now have a ‘passport crisis’ on our hands. It is estimated that close to 100,000 people, or almost one third of those who applied for permits under the ZDP, do not have Zimbabwean passports.  The question remains wide open what will happen in a few months time when all permits are ready to be issued, but a third of applicants don’t have passports to put them in. This is a serious problem that could derail many of the documentation objectives of the DHA. 
The new report acknowledges the recent efforts made by the DHA in legalising the stay of Zimbabweans in South Africa, while at the same time highlighting the mistakes that were made. It also criticises the Zimbabwean authorities for its consistent incompetence, lack of transparency and its unwillingness to engage meaningfully on the issue; neither with civil society, nor with the South African government. The panel discussion and debate between prominent members of civil society and leadership in the DHA will help clarify these issues with the aim of outlining a set of priorities of next steps that need to be implemented to ensure a successful resolution of the ZDP in the coming months.
For comment, please contact David von Burgsdorff at 0746602583 or Anthony Muteti at 0843510388.
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