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37 CHURCH STREET, WYNBERG, CAPE TOWN

Tel: 021 820 4664; Fax: 08605176812; Cell: 0843191764

Press Statement

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Zimbabwean consulate's claim that all passports (no matter where in the country applications were made) should be collected from the Consulate in Johannesburg before the 8th of April is an empty threat that it is nonsensical, illogical and inconsistent.  PASSOP believes that through this move the Zimbabwean Consulate is aiming to both manipulate the South African government and to intimidate Zimbabwean citizens. 
The Zimbabwean consulate cannot withhold passports from its citizens who paid for these passports and it has an obligation to deliver passports in line with the promises it has made. We do not want Zimbabweans to panic as we believe that, if needed, the South African government will exercise leniency for those who lack the funds to travel to collect passports from other provinces.  
PASSOP remains extremely concerned about the Zimbabwean government's failure to deliver passports to its citizens in South Africa. The many thousands of people who applied and paid for passports in Cape Town and other parts of South Africa should be able to collect their passports where they applied. The Zimbabwean government has been inconsistent and lacked transparency in its delivery of passports. It  is clear that they continue to use passport applicants as hostages for their own political means. We believe that these actions are intended to manipulate the South African government, which has recently increased pressure on the Zimbabwean government  to end all political violence. 
South Africa is trying to regularize the status of thousands of Zimbabweans who are now put at risk because of being unable to access passports required for the much-needed temporary permits they have applied for. Our numerous efforts to seek clarification on whether the Consulate would re-open its offices for the collection of passports in the different provinces have resulted in false promises, and erratic, incoherent and inconsistent responses. 
The Consulate has recently announced on its website (www.zimbabweconsulate.co.za) that the 8th of April, 2011 will be the deadline for the collection of passports from their Johannesburg offices. We view this as an empty threat – it is their responsibility to deliver the passports to where applicants applied for them; sooner or later they must deliver on this responsibility.
This view was vindicated yesterday, when one Zimbabwean Consulate official suggested that the April 8th deadline for passport collections is fictitious. Also, he reportedly informed applicants that the Consulate was moving its offices from one location to another in Johannesburg. The specific details of this relocation, as well as the reasons behind it,  however, remain unclear. It is time that the Zimbabwean authorities deliver this vital service to its people, rather than being untruthful and playing games. 
While PASSOP has in recent months applauded the efforts by the South African government to roll out the special dispensation to Zimbabweans, we now urge it to complete the documentation process in a fair and transparent manner. This means increasing the pressure on the Zimbabwean authorities to deliver the passports, if need be.  
We remain highly suspicious that the problems surrounding the delivery of passports might be part of broader motivations by the Zimbabwean government to obstruct this documentation project. We resolutely condemn the improbity displayed by the Zimbabwean Consulate on this issue, since it epitomizes the degree of injustices and inequities that Zimbabweans have endured at the hands of their own government.     
To contact the Zimbabwe Consulate, call Chris Mapanga on 0721585219 or contact their general lines at 0118382156-59. 
For comments from PASSOP, please contact:  Braam Hanekom 0843191764, Langton Miriyoga 0840269658.  
