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37 CHURCH STREET, WYNBERG, CAPE TOWN
Tel: 021 820 4664; Fax: 08605176812; Cell: 0843191764
National Parliament
P.O. Box 15 
Cape Town, 8000

March 1st, 2011
MEMORANDUM
Attention: Honorable Max Vuyisile Sisulu, Speaker of the National Assembly
Honorable Speaker of the National Assembly,
Last week forty-five people were arrested in Harare for watching a video on the uprising in Egypt. They were charged with treason and were tortured by government personnel. One of the detainees was pushed out of a second floor window resulting a broken leg, some are HIV positive and in need of their life-saving medicine. All have been denied access to medical treatment, lawyers and proper meals. 
In recent months, Zimbabwe has been experiencing an alarming escalation of violence that is more and more reminiscent of the horrific events that transpired in 2008. Zimbabweans continue to suffer, to go hungry and to be repressed. More than 80% of Zimbabweans currently live under the poverty line and hundreds of thousands are forced to come to South Africa to secure their families' survival. 
The South African government has now budgeted to spend an additional half a billion Rand to strengthen its borders. Plugging a hole in a sinking ship temporarily addresses the symptoms rather than the problem itself. Migration is a foreign policy problem and it must be dealt with as such. We call on the Department of International Cooperation to acknowledge this and to be proactive in promoting Zimbabwe's development.
The arrest of the forty-five is just one example of the thousands of human rights violations which are happening in Zimbabwe presently. How much longer will we sit idly by as people are intimidated, abused and tortured on our doorstep?  How much worse must the repression get before we act?  Enough is enough - it is time for the people to stand up against these injustices in protest!
It is high time for the South African government to take a firm stance and be outspoken in defending the human rights of fellow Africans. The freedom of expression, of assembly, of association and of the press are basic rights that can no longer be trampled on. We have one of the most progressive and inclusive constitutions and it is time to be a role model to our neighbors and to the world.  South Africa cannot afford to be afraid any longer and it urgently needs to show decisive leadership.
We protest in solidarity with our Zimbabwean brothers and sisters and call for an end to politically-motivated violence and all repressive policies. We call upon the South African Parliament to condemn the many human rights violations in Zimbabwe, and call for the release of the forty-five activists. There needs to be a clear statement from Parliament on the issue - silence is complacency and complacency is shameful. It enables the terror to continue. 
We are so proud of our vibrant democracy and our freedoms, but we cannot ignore our neighbours. We must begin to ensure that all African countries allow for human rights- or we can expect them to migrate in search of them.
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