
ANGOLA	
  
Capital	
  Luanda	
  
Population	
  18.5	
  million	
  
Literacy	
  Rate	
  67.4	
  percent	
  
Infant	
  Mortality	
  Rate	
  175.9	
  per	
  1,000	
  live	
  deaths1	
  
Life	
  Expectancy	
  47	
  years	
  old2	
  
Total	
  Refugees	
  141,021	
  
Total	
  Asylum	
  Seekers	
  6993	
  
Refugees	
  in	
  South	
  Africa	
  5,7644	
  
Percent	
  of	
  People	
  Living	
  under	
  the	
  Poverty	
  Line	
  40.5	
  percent5	
  
GDP	
  per	
  Capita	
  $1,9426	
  
HIV/AIDs	
  Rate	
  2.0	
  percent	
  
 
Despite	
  a	
  27-­‐year-­‐long	
  civil	
  war,	
  Angolan	
  President	
  Jose	
  Eduardo	
  dos	
  Santos	
  has	
  been	
  in	
  power	
  since	
  
1975.7	
  In	
  2008,	
  Santos’	
  party,	
  the	
  Popular	
  Movement	
  for	
  the	
  Liberation	
  of	
  Angola	
  won	
  a	
  landslide	
  
parliamentary	
  election	
  and	
  in	
  January	
  2010,	
  Parliament	
  approved	
  a	
  new	
  constitution	
  with	
  more	
  
protection	
  for	
  human	
  rights.8	
  Presidential	
  elections	
  were	
  schedules	
  for	
  2009	
  but	
  were	
  delayed	
  
indefinitely	
  and	
  following	
  the	
  example	
  of	
  Tunisians	
  and	
  Egyptians,	
  Angolan	
  activists	
  have	
  planned	
  
protests	
  against	
  Santo’s	
  33-­‐year-­‐long	
  regime.	
  Human	
  Rights	
  Watch	
  reported	
  that	
  the	
  government	
  
threatened	
  to	
  punish	
  anyone	
  inciting	
  or	
  participating	
  in	
  protests.9	
  
	
  
The	
  Angolan	
  government	
  is	
  also	
  alleged	
  to	
  have	
  committed	
  human	
  rights	
  abuses	
  in	
  the	
  Cabinda	
  
province,	
  a	
  small	
  piece	
  of	
  land	
  cut	
  off	
  from	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  Angola	
  by	
  the	
  Democratic	
  Republic	
  of	
  Congo;	
  
citizens	
  of	
  Cabinda	
  claim	
  they	
  were	
  never	
  consulted	
  about	
  joining	
  Angola.10	
  Yet,	
  because	
  of	
  its	
  vast	
  oil	
  
resources,	
  the	
  Angolan	
  government	
  has	
  responded	
  with	
  force.	
  Basic	
  freedoms	
  such	
  as	
  expression,	
  
assembly	
  and	
  association	
  have	
  also	
  been	
  severely	
  restricted	
  by	
  the	
  Angolan	
  government.11	
  
	
  
Despite	
  the	
  country’s	
  oil	
  wealth,	
  much	
  of	
  the	
  population	
  lives	
  in	
  utter	
  poverty.	
  Half	
  the	
  population	
  
remains	
  unemployed	
  and	
  malnourishment	
  is	
  an	
  everyday	
  reality	
  for	
  many	
  Angolan	
  children.	
  In	
  addition,	
  
landmines	
  and	
  poor	
  road	
  conditions	
  prove	
  to	
  have	
  isolated	
  rural	
  villages,	
  which	
  compromises	
  aid	
  
groups’	
  efforts	
  to	
  deliver	
  food	
  aid.12	
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