DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO
Capital Kinshasa
Population 71.71 million
Literacy Rate 67.2 percent
Infant Mortality Rate 78.43/1,000 live births’
Life Expectancy 48 years old?
Total Refugees 455,852
Total Asylum Seekers 31,126°
Refugees in South Africa 10,609*
Percent of People Living under Poverty Line 71.3 percent’
GDP per Capita $181°

While the government and economy of the Democratic Republic of Congo is relatively stable, eastern
Congo is entrenched in conflict; the government of the DRC has lost much of its legitimacy in specifically
the North and South Kivu provinces in eastern Congo, where rebel groups have effectively established
themselves as the ruling political entities.’

Stemming from the Rwandan genocide of 1994, in which 800,000 Rwandan Tutsis and moderate Hutus
were killed, the conflict is characterized by economic warfare of several armed groups, including the
Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Congo (FARDC) and some of the world's most egregious
human rights abuses. These rebel groups are funded by millions of dollars worth of valuable natural
minerals®, including wolframite (tungsten), cassiterite (tin), coltan (tantalum and columbium) and gold,
which are used primarily in electronic products such as computers, cell phones, game systems and mp3
players.’

The rebel groups are known to levy taxes on the villages they occupy'®, construct roadblocks that
effectively isolate and suffocate entire villages'?, enslave the local population to fetch firewood and
drinking water, and to mine minerals'?, conscript child soldiers*® and launch attacks on villages in an
effort to gain greater access to mines.'* Recent reports show that as many as 28 million children don't
have access to education because of fear of attacks or sexual violence against students.” In addition, the
DRC is cited as the rape capital of the world, with as many as three-fourths of women have been
raped.'® The conflict is compounded by the movement of the Lord's Resistance Army into eastern

Congo. Since 1 January 2011, 35 have been killed, 104 have been abducted and as many as 17,000 have
been displaced."
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