National Parliament
P.O. Box 15,
Cape Town, 8000

02 September 2011
Memorandum
Attention:
Honourable Hargreaves Tisetso Magama, Chairperson of the Parliament Portfolio Committee on International Relations and Co-operation
We, the Swaziland Democracy Campaign, South Africa call on the South African government to withdraw the proposed loan to Swaziland, as it is a bailout for the monarchy and will not benefit the people of Swaziland.  The South African government has sent less that 20 million rand to help those starving in the Horn of Africa and yet it is willing to loan billions to King Mswati, a loan that will only sustain an unsustainable system and perpetuate the suffering of the people of Swaziland.  If the South African government insists on such a loan, it should only be allowed after the unbanning of political parties and, unions, the freeing of media and the decentralisation of the economy from the monarch.  We demand that South African government stop meddling with Swaziland's affairs and that it consider sending more aid directly to the people of Africa in need and less to the leaders. 
We call for the parliamentary portfolio committee to meet with us and address our demands and explain the decisions around the bailout. Our demands from the portfolio committee include:
·       Stringent and measurable governance reform conditions with taut timelines.
·       No salary cuts
·       We demand tertiary scholarships for ALL qualifying candidates and the re-opening & keeping open of colleges
·       The unbanning of political parties, unions, the freeing of media and the decentralisation of the economy from the monarch.  

It is high time for the South African government to take a firm stance and be outspoken in defending the human rights of fellow Africans.  The freedom of expression, of assembly, political representation, of association and of the press are basic rights that can no longer be trampled on. We have one of the most progressive and inclusive constitutions, and it is time to be a role model to our neighbours and to the world.  South Africa cannot afford to be afraid any longer, and it urgently needs to show decisive leadership.
We protest in solidarity with our Swati brothers and sisters and call for a hold on the bailout until strict conditions are stipulated that will prevent the squandering and waste of South African citizen’s taxes to support a coercive and corrupt regime on our nation’s border.
 
We must begin to ensure that all African countries allow for human rights- or we can expect them to migrate in search of them.
 
We are so proud of our vibrant democracy and our freedoms, but we cannot allow our government to prop up this corrupt monarchy that is openly neglecting and abusing the rights and needs of its people.

