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37 Church Street, Wynberg, Cape Town
Office: 021 820 4664, Fax: 086 517 6812

14 October 2011
National Parliament
P.O. Box 15,
Cape Town, 8000

Attention: Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs

RE: REQUEST TO MEET WITH THE PARLIAMENTARY PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE REGARDING TRANSPARENCY OF DIRECTOR GENREAL APLENI ON THE ISSUE OF DEPORTATIONS OF ZIMBABWEANS
 
Honourable Chairperson Maunye:

PASSOP humbly requests a meeting with representatives of the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs in order to discuss the apparent contradiction between what the D.G. of Home Affairs, Mr Mkuseli Apleni, told the Portfolio Committee on September 20th 2011, and a recent Directive issued by Mr Apleni regarding resuming deportations of Zimbabweans.  Please accept this letter as an official complaint regarding the Director General as we feel that he misled parliament and civil society. We believe it is our collective duty to hold the Department accountable and that transparency of government officials is of utmost importance. 

During the presentation and question and answer session that followed with your honourable committee on the 20th of September 2011, Mr Apleni stated that once the Zimbabwean Documentation Project (DZP) is completed a report would be compiled and presented to the Minister, and that before this process was completed “no Zimbabweans would be deported”. Mr Apleni stated: “we were clear that no Zimbabwean will be deported from December 31st up to the time that we close the project”. 

Contrary to this, however, the DG issued an internal Directive on September 27th that instructed officials to deport undocumented Zimbabweans ‘with immediate effect’. As of Wednesday October 12th it has been confirmed that deportations of Zimbabweans have resumed. We feel that the resumption of deportations at this time contradicts DG Apleni’s statements to the Portfolio Committee.

There is an urgent need to get clarity around the matter and also to discuss the implications the resumption of deportations of Zimbabwean nationals may have (i.e. on the Census, which is a matter of national interest). The Department, through its unilateral decision, has threatened stability among communities. Also worth mentioning is the difficulty in accessing services at refugee centres across the country, which essentially means that asylum seekers may well be deported before having a decent chance to apply for refugee status.

The DHA leadership has left civil society in the dark and ignored its views. For months now, the DHA has proclaimed different deadlines and contradicting statements, with little regard about the impact the resulting confusion has on the Zimbabweans living in this country.  

Our daily monitoring efforts at DHA offices show us that the issuing of permits will only be completed towards the end of the year, at best.  There are tens of thousands of Zimbabweans still waiting for their permits. Therefore, we cannot comprehend the statement by DG Apleni that ‘the ZDP had come to an end on September 30th’. 

Please kindly indicate a time at your soonest convenience to meet with us.

[image: ]Sincerely,
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