JOINT MEDIA STATEMENT
PROTEST MARCH AGAINST THE CLOSURE OF CAPE TOWN REFUGEE RECEPTION OFFICE
CIVIL SOCIETY TO MARCH - 20 JUNE - WORLD REFUGEE DAY
Closure of Cape Town Refugee Reception Office and Protest March
Joint Media Statement on behalf of Scalabrini Centre of Cape Town, ARESTA, Unity for Tertiary Refugee Students (UTRS), Whole World Women Association (WWWA), PASSOP, Somali Association of South Africa (SASA),Rosisgnol House, The Group for the Defense of Refugee Rights (GDR), Adonis Musati Project, Human Rights Media Centre, Catholic Archdiocese of Western Cape
For Immediate Release: Monday, 18th June 2012
We are shocked, distressed and disappointed over the Department of Home Affairs’ abrupt and unexpected decision to permanently close the Cape Town Refugee Reception Office at the end of June. As organisations intimately involved in the protection and support of refugees and asylum seekers, we find it completely unacceptable that this decision was made without proper consultation.  We were only informed  late last week that no new applications for asylum would be accepted after Friday, 29 June 2012. 
We are aware of high numbers of newcomers who have been unable to access the office in weeks and in some case months, to have their applications registered. It is a disgrace that these already traumatised refugees and asylum seekers should be treated with such disregard. To close the office down so suddenly, and without proper notice or consultation, shows a complete lack of compassion and respect for the basic rights of our most vulnerable members of society.   
 New applicants from all over the Western Cape will now be forced to travel very long distances, and at great expense, to Durban or Pretoria or Musina to have their permits issued. It will put unbearable pressure on these already overburdened refugee reception offices who have been struggling to cope since the closure of the Johannesburg and PE Offices.    
The department also claims that the Cape Town office needs to be closed because of “on-going dissatisfaction expressed by the local business community”. But  the department has had a court interdict to find new suitable premises pending for over a year. They have been working on a month to month lease agreement for over a year, so claiming a notice of eviction (that they have not even tried to fight) as an excuse is simply not an acceptable.   
In light of all this Civil Society is organising a peaceful Protest March to Parliament with the aim to hand over a memorandum of grievances on DHA’s management of the Asylum Seeker and Refugee system to the Speaker, the Hon. Sisulu.  The march will take place on 20 June at 11am.
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